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SUBJECT: LOS:ROK 12-MILE TERRITORIAL SEA 

REF: (A) SEOUL 6586; (B) SEOUL 6681 
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1 . THE POSITION OF THE UNITED STATES IS THAT UNDER INTER- 
NATIONAL LAW THE MAXIMUM BREADTH OF THE TERRITORIAL SEA IS 
LIMITED TO 3 NAUTICAL MILES; WE ADHERE TO THIS POSITION 
PENDING GENERAL AGREEMENT ON A 12-MILE LIMIT, TRANSIT 
PASSAGE OF STRAITS, AND OTHER MATTERS IN A NEW LAW OF THE 
SEA TREATY. THE WORK OF THE LAW OF THE SEA CONFERENCE 
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CLEARLY DEMONSTRATES OVERWHELMING SUPPORT FOR A TREATY THAT 
WOULD CONTAIN A MAXIMUM TERRITORIAL SEA OF 12 MILES, 

FREE TRANSIT OF STRAITS, AND FULL PRESERVATION OF HIGH SEAS 
FREEDOMS OF NAVIGATION, OVERFLIGHT, AND OTHER INTERNATIONAL 
LAWFUL USES OF THE SEA BEYOND THE TERRITORIAL SEA. THE 
UNITED STATES WOULD THUS HOPE THAT THE ROKG WOULD NOT RPT 
NOT EXTEND ITS TERRITORIAL SEA TO 12 MILES PENDING AGREE- 
MENT ON A NEW LAW OF THE SEA TREATY. IT IS FURTHER HOPED 
THAT IN THE DEVELOPMENT OF A STRAIGHT BASELINE SYSTEM THE 
ROKG WOULD LIMIT ITS APPLICATION TO FRINGING ISLANDS AND 
THUS EXCLUDE CHEJU. AT THE SAME TIME DEPARTMENT 
RECOGNIZES, AND APPRECIATES, AS PER PARA 2 REF (B), THAT 
IN ITS PROPOSED DECLARATION OF A 12-MILE LIMIT THE ROKG IS 
COMMITTED TO MAINTAINING INTERNATIONAL SEALANE IN KOREA 
STRAIT IN WHICH HIGH SEAS FREEDOMS WILL BE MAINTAINED. WE 
WOULD ALSO NOTE THE FACT THAT JAPAN DID NOT RPT NOT 
EXTEND ITS TERRITORIAL SEA LIMIT IN CERTAIN STRAITS. 

2. EMBASSY SHOULD EXPRESS APPRECIATION TO APPROPRIATE 
ROKG OFFICIALS FOR PROMISE OF CONSULTATIONS WITH US PRIOR 
TO NATIONAL ASSEMBLY ACTION. EMBASSY SHOULD THEN CONVEY 
VIEWS PARA 1 TO APPROPRIATE ROKG OFFICIALS AND TO ELICIT 
FROM THEM THEIR MOTIVES IN PROPOSING TO EXTEND TERRITORIAL 
SEA TO 12 MILES AT THIS TIME. IN PARTICULAR, WE WOULD 
BE INTERESTED TO LEARN IF THEIR PROPOSAL IS IN RESPONSE 
TO RECENT NORTH KOREAN DECLARATIONS AND/OR ASSOCIATED 
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WITH OFFSHORE FISHING QUESTIONS WITH JAPAN AND OTHER 
STATES IN THE REGION. (IN LATTER REGARD, WE BELIEVE A 
SIMILAR RESULT COULD BE OBTAINED BY A 12-MILE FISHERY 
ZONE.) VANCE 
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